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SATELLITE 2009: FOCUS ON
NETWORK SERVICES

An Interview with Mark Rasmussen

SATELLITE 2009—one of the industry’s largest gatherings of
satellite users—uwill be held 24-27 March in Washington, D.C.
Traditionally a conference attracting the satellite networking
crowd, the quantity of information presented can be daunting—
even for an industry veteran. Mark Rasmussen, Vice President,
Sales, North America Network Services, provides an insider’s
guide to the trends and applications likely to be discussed at the
show that are most relevant to Intelsat’s Network Services
customers.

. At the top of the list: the shift toward
\“'- Internet Protocol (IP) and browser-based
"( § applications that continue to drive
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requirements for Intelsat’s networking
customers. Rasmussen noted, “Our
customers are constantly adding and
upgrading network-centric applications,
increasing traffic and bandwidth requirements
for their networks. Investments in more
efficient ground equipment and the use of
additional compression technologies are critical to maximizing
the throughput of customer’s networks.”

Another major trend is the move toward hybrid networks
comprised of fiber and satellite capacity. Intelsat’s GlobalConnex
terrestrial network, including teleports and approximately 28,000
miles of fiber, reflects the company’s philosophy of embracing
the use of fiber to efficiently move customer traffic around the
globe.

Now, Rasmussen observed, some of Intelsat’s most successful
networking customers are doing the same. “DSL deployment in
North America, while increasing, still lacks the ubiquitous
coverage that VSATs provide. Operators such as Hughes Network
Systems are building hybrid networks for their customers, who
get the best of both worlds. Hughes fully integrates the two
technologies, providing customers a single point of contact for
network control that is critical to enterprise network managers.”





